Nanomedicine opportunities for cardiovascular disease with perfluorocarbon nanoparticles.
Nanomedicine promises to enhance the ability of clinicians to address some of the serious challenges responsible for cardiovascular mortality, morbidity and numerous societal consequences. Targeted imaging and therapy applications with perfluorocarbon nanoparticles are relevant to a broad spectrum of cardiovascular diseases, ranging from asymptomatic atherosclerotic disease to acute myocardial infarction or stroke. As illustrated in this article, perfluorocarbon nanoparticles offer new tools to recognize and characterize pathology, to identify and segment high-risk patients and to treat chronic and acute disease.